Dominic Rapini - Board Chair Testimony on Bill 6408

My name is Dominic Rapini, | am a business person and father of three in New Haven County
and | have been a Connecticut voter for over 40 years. Currently | am the board chair of a
501(c)4 non-profit Fight Voter Fraud, Inc. Our organization’s goal is to champion issues of
election integrity in Connecticut.

The issue at hand is Bill 6408 which intends to task Housing Authority resources with the job of
disseminating election materials and helping enroll Connecticut citizens as Connecticut voters.
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OVER INDEXED REGISTRATION RATES

*66.9% is US Average
- US Census

2016 County Registration 2016 SOS Report Us Census 2016 2018 County Registration By County 2018 EAVS Report  US Census 2018
Row Labels Sum of Reg. Voters Sum of Inactive Voters  Eligible Voters % Registered
Fairfield County 591,640 38277 618280  96% Row Labels Sum of Reg. Voters  Sum of Inactive Voters Eligible Voters % Registration
= Fairfield County 602,069 31337 628,210 96%
Hartford County 521,324 46,435 644,940 81% Hartford County 534,483 38861 649,220 90%
Htchfield Counity 228,908 5858 143400, S0% Utchfleld County 130527 523 142,755 91%
Middigsex County 194,630 5528 127,550 Middiesex County 120752 5133 128,190 4%
New Haven County 587,777 38,416 631,715 [ 93% New Haven County 572,840 59,369 635,455 90%
New London County 179,208 19,151 208,340 | 86% New Londan Coun 178,478 12544 207,080 6%
Tolland County 102,073 7,833 118,015 86% Tolland County 103,500 7503 119,715 86%
Windham County 76,046 6376 89,640 85% Windham County 76,586 4212 90,255 85%
Grand Total 2,331,684 169,884 2,582,880 91% Grand Total 2,369,335 175,749 2,600,980 90%

* 66.9% of eligible voters would result
in 1,740,055 registered voters?

i,

The model describes a process whereby Housing Authority employees assist applicants,
transmit applications to the DMV who in turn transmits applications to local registrar of voters.
Overall, an added layer of bureaucracy.

During the proposed process no witnesses of the applications are required, there is no request
to demonstrate citizenship only a signed affidavit is asked of prospective voters. This is a
serious departure from best practices for securely registering voters.

It is our contention that this bill is a solution looking for a problem and that the addition of a
new layer of untrained, non-election officials, is a ripe condition for fraud and coercion.

Let’s begin with the fact that when CENSUS data is compared to the number of registered
voters in Connecticut we see that over 90% of all US Citizens over the age of 18 are
already registered to vote. In fact, Middlesex county, in recent years, has had 113% of the
eligible voters registered to vote! We ask the question, what problem are we solving?

Connecticut has about 1.2M citizens in our major cities. Most citizens in our cities are no

further than a couple of miles from a professional election official. Access to voter
registration is not an issue in Connecticut.
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Our state has over 676 ROVAC trained, Registrar of Voters and Deputy/ Assistant Registrar of
voters. These are the election professionals trained to vet applicants, weed out duplicate
voters, and verify residence, citizenship and even age. Why do we intend to bypass a
system Connecticut has used successfully for over 200 years? Instead, we wish to distract
our Housing professionals with a job that are not trained to do while distracting them from their
core mission.

Adding more un-secure ways to register voters and, in so doing, changing the job function of
the Housing Authority is not a solution we need. If adding more agencies to a process solves a
problem, why stop at the Housing authority? Why not Parks and Rec or even the
Department of Sanitation? All day speakers have made the case that affordable housing is a
priority, why then, do we wish to deviate from that mission?

Let’s not fix a process that is not broken, let’s in fact spend
our time and energy cleaning up our bloated voter rolls.
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